acy 


OF 


The 


Library 
Wor 


Vol, XLIX. No. 562 
March, 1947 


1s. 2d. net 
Annual Subscription 13s. 6d. net 


Information 
Please 


GRAFTON & CO. 
Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C. 1 


ia 
Bes 
Pig 
d 
: 4 
‘ 
ha 
| 
: if 
4 


Grafton’s New Publications 
SPRING, 1947 


IN THE PRESS 
Prices are approximate and no dates can be given. 
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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE 
By Raymonp Irwin, M.A., F.L.A. (Dsrector of the School of Librarianship, 
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With an Introduction by W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A. 
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Editorial 


Tuts journal is not devoted exclusively to public libraries ; they are only part of the library 

fabric but, because the preponderant number of workers in our craft are in public libraries, 

they and their work naturally occur more often in our pages than do those of others. We have 

always urged that the profession is indivisable and that a librarian is a person who, in his 

fundamental training, should be equipped to serve in any kind of library. The tendency to ae 
create distinétions, based upon slight—and they usually are slight—differences of work, are 
unfortunate and have led to bickerings and sometimes recriminations. Even between the 
two arms of the public library service, the county and the urban, there has been an emphasis 
on the differences rather than the likenesses ; and every wise librarian knows that the services 
of a fully-engaged library in a town are exaétly the same as those of a county except that the 
county has to cover longer distances. The emphasis is even stronger where public and non- 
public libraries are in question. 


That preamble is necessary when we devote a number of THe Lisrary Wor tp to an 7 
organization which concerns public library staffs. Nalgo has grown, in the lifetime of men not 
yet retired, from a body witha single room and one woman clerk in Caxton Hall to an enormous 
association with a great income and many thousands of members covering everyone that 
matters in Local Government Service and serves them as an educating body, as a benevolent 
and insuring association, their negotiator with their employers and Parliament, and the 
advocate of the service as a whole and for the individual. We are pleased to print articles 
by S. W. Anderson, C. P. Billot and George Chandler. There is, then, some real reason 
for giving hospitality to a subjeét so intimately connected with many librarians. It should, 
however, be noted, that, while Nalgo is concerned with all local government officers and offers 
courses in training for many of them and librarians are such officers, ‘heir training and the 
ethics of their work must be governed by their own profession. This being admitted, there 
is force and mere decency in the argument that loyalty may well be given to Nalgo by all 
public library staffs who have benefitted by its labours. As there are already signs of reaction 
in some towns the solidarity Nalgo provides is a question of self-preservation. 


* * * 


Public librarians are still concerned at the local applications of the “ Charter.” The 
various grades carry a critical implication ; for example, the general division is for those who 
may remain untrained assistants in the academic, or indeed other, sense, but it is surely also for 
those who will go on to technical library qualifications. On the other hand the “ clerical ” 
divisions surely imply that those in them do merely clerical work, however useful or important 
it may be. The A.P.T. grades are for certified trained workers. There is bound to be anomaly 
as the chief librarian cannot have everybody in the A.P.T. grades and the old A.L.A. can 
hardly be called a full library qualification which requires the relatively high salaries of these 
grades. We hope we are wrong in this and that authoritizs will automatically transfer to 
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A.P.T.I. any person who becomes an Associate. It will cost money. But no authority is 
justified in advertising for trained librarians of any kind on the general or clerical scales and 
we hope professional journals, at least, will refuse to give publicity to such advertising. 

* * * * * 


This is the month when municipal budgets and rate levies are fixed. Our references to 
this faét in earlier issues are justified, because we now go through a testing time and from the 
general outcome of local budget debates we shall be able to assess the value which at this 
moment local authorities give to libraries. So far as our information goes the general, and 
inevitable, rate increase is approximately twenty-five per cent. over the rates of 1939. The 
average covers several cases that will be above or below it of course. When the general 
increase in the cost of every service is considered the added charge for civilized local govern- 
ment is eminently reasonable. It is, however, a beginning and, when the Education Acts and 
other forms of recent social legislation come into full operation, the increase will certainly 
reach a fifty per cent. average. There was in former years a lively danger that in the scramble 
for more money libraries would be treated as luxuries and stultified. We have not yet heard 
of any move in that direétion this year. 

* * * * 


The advertisement for the post of Bodley’s Librarian, witnesses that the briefest librarian- 
ship in the history of the great library has come to an end. The post is a great one and one 
which affords many national opportunities to the right librarian, and we hope the successful 
candidate may be persuaded to identify himself with the library movement in general. Not 
that we have any right to complain or to suggest but some of our university libraries 
have been most inconspicuous. Possibly the domestic calls of a university are completely 
absorbing but there have been men like Nicholson, Madan and Cowley who came out 
amongst the general librarians of England ; we hope it will again be so. 

* * * * * * 

Sir Frederic G. Kenyon having been elected Chairman of the Trustees of the National 
Central Library in succession to Dr. Albert Mansbridge, who has of course retired, adds one 
more high office to the many he has adorned. His record, as may be read in Who's Who, is so 
remarkable in scholarship and in what may be called administrative diversity that he must be 
the most experienced of living chairmen, and, at eighty-four he maintains the mental elasticity 
and outlook of a man thirty years younger. Mr. Salter Davies, who is chairman of the 
Carnegie U.K. Trust is the new vice-chairman of the Trustees. To the Executive Committee 
chairmanship, resigned by Sir Frederic, Mr. Berwick Sayers, hitherto vice-chairman, has been 
eleé&ted and Dr. Esdaile succeeds him as vice-chairman. 

* * * * 


The references made last month to the desirability of the new library schools appointing 
well-known librarians as “ visitors ” has, in a way, been anticipated by visits made to various 
schools by Mr. F. G. B. Hutchings, the chairman of the L.A. Education Committee. His 
impressions he records in a most readable article in The Library Review (Spring, 1947) which 
deserves study incidentally as a model literary effort. He is convinced that the schools are in 
excellent hands and gives a thumb-nail sketch of the directors which undoubtedly supports 
this view. Last month an inter-school debate between University College School and that of 
the City of London on the question of whether public libraries should provide what the public 
wants or what it ought to want was an excellent example which these schools everywhere 
might follow. The hoary antiquity of the subje& did not prevent vigour and perhaps a little, 
if not much, novelty. It was well worth while. 

* * * * * * 


Our correspondent deals with what we hope will be merely a memory when these lines 
appear—the twilight imposed by the Ministry of Fuel and Power in all places during what, 
after all, are the crucial business hours. Librarians have taken the difficulty, in some places 
the impossibility, of running a charging system without electric light, with some ingenuity. 
It would be interesting to hear what increases of work have to be met by oculist and optician 
as a result of the electricity cuts. 
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Information, Please ! 


By Sipney W. ANpverson, F.L.A., Chief Assistant, Beckenham Public Libraries : 
Public Relations Officer, Beckenham Branch of NALGO. 


Or course, there Jad been a demand for local information services before Adolf Hitler crossed 
the Polish frontier in 1939, but it was confined for the most part to the larger towns, and came 
chiefly from business men anxious to keep ahead of their competitors. The famous Reference 
Libraries at such places as Birmingham, Sheffield, Manchester, Croydon, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Westminster, Leeds and a few other favoured towns had been meeting this demand, and 
meeting it magnificently, for forty years or more. At sporadic intervals, when news was 
scarce, the National Press would “ feature ” the list of answers to odd questions appearing in 
the current annual report of one of these libraries. The British Museum Reading Room was 
frequently in the news. ‘* Quizzes,” then still designated as General Knowledge Questions, 
had appeared in the newspaper columns for some time, though the broadcast versions, like the 
Brains Trust, were as yet unborn. Adult Education, in the form of University Extension 
Leétures and the ambitious programmes of aétivities sponsored by such bodies as the Workers’ 
Educational Association, was thriving, but had attained nothing like its present-day 


pr yportions. 
Then came war, and the Government of the day, expecting heavy air bombardment and, 
later, possible invasion, realized the prime necessity of avoiding panic and sustaining public 


morale. A flood of leaflets giving instructions on what to do in certain eventualities was 
issued, and “‘ Citizens’ Advice Bureaux ” were set up all over the country. The extent to 
which Librarians were consulted by the gentlemen responsible for the initiation of these 
Bureaux has never been satisfactorily revealed, to the best of my knowledge, but I should 
imagine that it was practically negligible. In many places, it is true, the Bureaux did function in 
the library buildings, but one suspects that this was merely another example of the ubiquitous 
requisitioning of premises, and of an official recognition of the fact that librarians were the 
obvious people to help, or at least to advise, in work of this kind. 

The same obtuseness became apparent rather later in the war, when NALGO, fighting 
for improved conditions for its members, realized the value of publicizing the work done by 
Local Government Officers. The campaign started with a succession of articles and much 
ensuing correspondence in the monthly organ of the Association, “‘ Local Government 
Service,” the theme being the desirability of setting up a Local Information Service in each 
distriét, under the aegis of the Local Authority. The work already done by the Reference 
Departments of all reputable libraries was blandly ignored, and although most librarians are 
presumably members of NALGO, and therefore in a position to see LGS every month, I do 
not remember reading a protest or suggestion from any one of them. The fact that, like so 
many of us at that time, [ was stationed abroad in conditions which made the writing of 
anything lengthier than domestic correspondence a major operation, restrained me; but I 
thought sadly of the pressing need for the early appointment of a Public Relations Officer by 
the Library Association. He would have taken up the cudgels on behalf of the existing 
Information Services supplied as a part of their daily routine by Reference Librarians, 
and would have advised as to the necessary supplementation of those services by additional 
Staff, material, etc., to be arranged in consultation with the various Town Clerks. This 
development should have come long since. The war years saw the phenomenal growth of the 
Adult Education Movement, with its natural corollary, an increased thirst for information of all 
kinds. This general demand could be adequately met by the provision of enlarged reference 
library stocks and buildings, and the qualified librarians to administer them. But there grew 
up, in addition, the need for specialized information of the kind which I have described above 
as being the concern of NALGO—the codifying and clarification of the intricacies of Local 
Government, so that they could be made available to the ordinary citizen as required. The 
existing “‘ enquiries ” offices of Town Clerks’ departments were never designed to cope with 
this situation, nor had the clerical staff received any training in dealing with the public to 
anything like the same extent as the average librarian. 

What, then, was the solution to this problem? To create a new Local Government 
Department, with an Information Officer whose work would almost certainly be duplicated to 


A 
wa 
4 
1 
= 
an 
n 
4 


124 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


some extent by that of the existing Borough Librarian or Education Officer? To make the 
Librarian responsible for this additional duty, without increase in staff establishment or pay ? 
To second at least one member of the Town Clerk’s Departmental staff to semi-library duties ? 
To make the Education Officer responsible for all arrangements ? 

[ have my own ideas about the answer, but the purpose ot this article is to Stimulate 
discussion of this matter, to elicit the answers of other librarians of riper experience than 
myself, and to introduce several articles from librarians on various aspects of the part which 
libraries can play in this truly important service. I notice in the current issue of the MUNICIPAL 
JourNat an article on the Public Relations policy to be pursued at Croydon. After some 
discussion, the formation of a Public Relations Committee, the organization of a large and 
extremely well-attended version of the NALGO-sponsored Local Government Exhibition 
(arranged by the Croydon Municipal Officers’ Association, with financial backing from the 
Croydon Council to the tune of three thousand pounds) linked up with the produétion of a 
lavishly-illustrated handbook, Our Croypon, giving a comprehensive review of the work 
of all departments ; after all this, the Council have instructed the Chief Librarian to inv estigate 
the setting-up of a Public Relations Service, to be related to existing library provision (I 
think this is the approximate phraseology—I am quoting from memory, as the MUNICIPAL 
JourNax is not to hand at the moment.) It would be interesting to know what is happening 
elsewhere. Perhaps an item from my own experience at Beckenham will be of some service in 
encouraging others to speak of what they have been doing. As a result of a suggestion from 
NALGO, I, as the Branch Public Relations Officer, urged the desirability of holding an 
exhibition to celebrate the Centenary of the Public Health Services (the first M.O.H. in the 
country was appointed at Liverpool in 1847), and I undertook to solicit the co-operation of 
the Library Committee and the Borough Librarian in allowing the use of the library premises 
as a venue for the exhibition, provided that the facilities offered to users of the library were not 
curtailed in any way. This meant that the exhibition had to be kept relatively small, and that 
it could not be arranged methodically around the walls of one room, but this seeming dis- 
advantage was largely off-set by the fact that we had a ready-made audience, in the form of 
regular readers who had perforce to file past the exhibits on the way to choosing their books. 
From personal observation I should say that at least 90 per cent. of them stopped to look, and 
in doing so, learnt something about the very wide range of aétivities covered by their local 
Public Health Department that they had not known before. The Beckenham M.O.H. and 
his staff were full of enthusiasm for the projeét, and besides providing, or arranging for the 

rovision of all the exhibits, produced a stencilled handbook summarising all the interesting 
alent in the story of ‘‘ One Hundred Years of Public Health,” which has aroused much 
appreciative comment from members of the public. 

I cite this as an example of the happy result which can come from a little co-operation 
between the departments of any local authority. I would say that one of the departments 
concerned should always be the Library, by virtue of the faét that the bulk of its present work 
is, in fact, ‘‘ public relations.” But | anticipate Mr. Billot’s article here, and will leave him to 
enlarge on this topic. 

Here is the Library Association’s great opportunity to enhance the prestige of the pro- 
fession. Some authorities are leaping ahead and advertising for Information Officers : others 
are refusing to take any action at all, leaving the work to be done on a voluntary basis by 
NALGO enthusiasts : still more are sitting on the fence, waiting for a lead. There should be 
some co-ordination in our efforts, and I feel strongly that the lead should come from librarians, 
through their committees, as their departments are likely to be the ones most intimately 
involved in the new set-up. 


Special Library Relations 

We are pleased to publish articles from the point of view of the Librarian as Local 
Government Officer with special reference to Public Relations work. Unfortunately, owing 
to lack of space, we are obliged to hold over a fourth article by Miss Florence M. Green, Public 
Relations Officer and Chief Librarian, Borough of Brentford and Chiswick, but hope to 
publish this in our April number. 
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The Place of Library Display in Public Relations 

By C. P. Briior, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, Kingston-upon-Thames Public Library 
Tue contribution of the Municipal Library to Public Relations is not limited to the posting 
in the vestibule of official notices and posters advertising local events. There is hardly any 
limit to what can be done in this department to advance knowledge and understanding of local 
government among the public, for by its very nature, the library lends itself to publicity, 
particularly to display work and the dissemination of information by printed or duplicated 
leaflets. 


The subjeéts for a Public Relations display are legion: colleétions of books on local 


government generally, on the work of an individual department, on public health, education, 
youth clubs, housing, etc., can be displayed on simple stands, but with arresting headings. In 
the Reference Library the Council Agenda can be displayed, together with copies of local 
government publications, and surmounted with the date of the next meeting in large letters, 
and an invitation to attend. 

Displays should never be choked with books ; those more attraétive to the eye should be 
displayed open at an illustration or standing up to show the title ;_ while less attraétive volumes 
should be housed in a trough or between metal bookends nearby. Either in conjunétion with, 
or separate from, these more ambitious layouts, a bookjacket display can be very effeétive, 
particularly if it is hung in the vestibule as an introduétion to the display inside. 

Headings for all displays should be short and arresting. This can often be achieved by 
using a small amount of explanatory matter set on a Standing card among the books, the first 
words of which are used as a heading to the whole layout. Thus, the challenging statement, 
in four inch capitals: ‘‘ THe ENp or Loca, GovERNMENT . . .” could lead down to the 
explanation, in smaller type: “. . . is the benefit of the community. To this end, etc.” 

If possible, display work should be linked up with the public, either through the local 
press, posters, booklists, leaflets, or all four media. Thus, an article appears monthly in the 
‘ Town Sheet ” mentioning books in the library dealing with local government, local interest, 
historical and biographical, health, housing, or a similar topic. At the end of the article is a 
suggestion that the reader would be interested in the display of the books mentioned at the 
Public Library. And in the library the reader finds not only the display, but also duplicated 
booklists that he can take away with him. The local press will usually be found willing to 
provide space for articles suchas this, and the value of such liaison is obvious. 

In the children’s library; a very important field for Public Relations work, display cannot 
play such a large part, owing to lack of juvenile books suitable to the subje&. But the issue of 
a small duplicated periodical for children, carrying, besides competitions, book-talks and 
extracts from books, brightly written articles on ‘* Why the Dustman Calls,” ‘‘ What is a 
Vote?” or ‘* New Houses for Old,” will do much to interest the children in their own 
community. 

The Americans have developed library display to a fine art. The Baltimore Library 
boasts no less than twelve great show-windows across the front of the building; all 
equipment is standardized, thus minimizing the praétical problems of display and allowing 
more time to be spent on subjeé and arrangement. But in this country little attention has been 
paid to such matters, and in most cases we have to improvize our display equipment. For- 
tunately, there are many types of display stands which can be made from materials fairly easily 
obtainable. Indeed, it is surprising what can be done by an enthusiastic amateur with the aid 
of two or three strong cardboard boxes, blocks of wood, a couple of sheets of cardboard, some 
coloured paper and a few sheets of cartridge paper, paste, nails, drawing-pins, scissors and a 
manual of lettering. My space here is too limited to give plans of aétual stands, but a visit to 
a few modern shopwindows in the district will usually provide the discerning assistant with 
several designs which can easily be copied with the materials at his disposal. If some small 
financial assistance is allocated for display work, you are indeed fortunate, but in the main the 
watchword will be, at any rate in the beginning, the old Army one—Improviss ! 

Finally, of all methods of Public Relations, the most valuable is the a€tual contaé of 
assistants with the public ; a casual or ignorant assistant can render the finest display useless 
before the reader has even looked at it ! 
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Information Service in Dudley 
By GeorGe Cuanp ter, M.A., F.L.A., Borough Librarian 


I nave been asked to say what réle the public library might play in public relations work for 
the local council. 

Public relations work is in its infancy and the réle of public libraries will differ in accord- 
ance with local conditions. The best contribution I can make to this question is, therefore, 
to describe the r6le which Dudley public libraries are playing in public relations work. 

The newly reconstituted Committee for Libraries and Arts has, as one of its three post-war 
funétions, the provision of an information service in civic and general matters through 
information exhibitions and an information bureau. The Council has recognised this Com- 
mittee as the Committee for information work. 

There is no doubt that an information service on general and civic matters is necessary 
in most localities. Probably at no time in history have social changes been so frequent and 
widespread as during the last few decades. Scientific discoveries have made these changes 
necessary, but few citizens, if any, understand the complexity of the social problems of to-day. 
It is a funétion of the public library to help citizens form a balanced opinion on social topics 
by offering them first-rate selections of books and periodicals on all aspects of life. But 
publicity is necessary to make citizens aware of problems and of books which can help us to 
understand life. Hence topical information exhibitions are necessary. 

[In Dudley topical information exhibitions are always combined with displays of books 
which visitors may read in the library or take away for home reading. These topical information 
exhibitions have trebled the use of non-fiétion books. Since the introduétion of exhibitions, 
between 560 and 180 books are consulted daily in the library in conneétion with the exhibitions. 
These are recorded consultations. Many consultations are obviously not recorded because 
Staff can only be spared a few minutes each day to take the count. Many visitors to the 
exhibitions do not, of course, consult the books. 

Dudley Council recently adopted the Reilly Housing Lay-out for one of its new housing 
eStates. It was, therefore, thought desirable to publicise this through an Exhibition. The 
full support of the Public Works and Housing Committees was obtained for this venture, and 
Sir Charles Reilly came down for the official opening. Admission to the official opening was 
by ticket and was restriéted mainly to representatives of local organisations. It was felt that 
more could be done through local organisations than through individuals at an official opening. 

The Reilly Lay-out makes central provision for a community centre. So it was decided 
to open the exhibition with a large plan of Dudley showing the neighbourhood units and the 
cultural centres already provided—the Town Hall, Central Library, Technical College, ete. 
This showed the type of cultural work which the Committee for Libraries and Arts is develop- 
ing at the Central Library and in the two branch library buildings where activities include 
playreading, simple play production, music recitals, lectures, discussion groups, Under 30, 
Under 20, and Under 14 Library Literary Clubs. This was followed by a model of the Reilly 
Lay-out and by screens loaned by the National Federation of Community Associations, showing 
the work of community centres and of cultural organisations. [In addition an exhibition of the 
work of local cultural societies was held, thus linking up the proposed plans of the council for 
its new estates with the cultural work which the Reilly plan fosters. 

Each Committee of Dudley Council is asked to sponsor an exhibition for a month. The 
next one will, it is hoped, be sponsored by the Health Committee. 

Dudley holds also each month a pittorial and book exhibition in conjunétion with the 
Bureau of Current Affairs. The following exhibitions have been held :—Meet your M.P. ; 
The Education Aét, 1944; What about those Isms ? The Orchestra, etc. 

There is also a permanent display of books on current social problems which is organised 
in conjunction with the pictorial posters of the Bureau of Current Affairs. These exhibitions 
have covered such topics as Coal Mines, Community Centres, India, Germany, News, etc. 

The second method which the Dudley Committee for Libraries and Arts intends to 
develop for the dissemination of information on local matters is an Information Bureau. 
Provision is being made in the libraries establishment for an officer who will do this work. 
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A New Bibliography of Printing 

Mr. R. A. Peppre has in aétive preparation an extensive bibliography of the local history of 
printing in all parts of the world on different lines to anything existing in print at the present 
time. It is not limited to separately printed volumes but includes articles in periodicals, 
indicating at the same time when these have been printed off as separate items. In addition to 
these items, entries are supplied for all the places, the printing activities of which are described 
in the national histories of printing, such as Fumagalli for Italy, Klemming and Nordin for 
Sweden and Volf for Bohemia and Moravia. The whole will be arranged in one alphabetical 
order of places and the individual entries relating to each place in chronological sequence. 

The controversial material on the invention of printing will be entirely excluded as this 
has been dealt with by the late Mr. McMurtrie, but the articles dealing with the mysterious 
“ artificial writing ” at Avignon, and the ‘‘ Missale Speciale ” have been included as they are 
of special local interest. 

It may be added that no attempt has been made to supply bibliographical details, and 
that the titles have been shortened whenever possible. Where periodical articles are referred 
to, the names of the journals are abbreviated but it is hoped not beyond recognition. 

Mr. Peddie would be glad to receive any information on the subje& that will be likely to 
have been beyond his reach, and that will be likely to improve the value of the forthcoming 
reference book. Any communication may be addressed to him in care of his publishers, 
Messrs. Grafton & Co., 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1, and will be duly acknowledged. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

Lirsrary WEATHER 
it has been! For the past six aveeks, here in Essex, darkness has covered the earth and gross 
darkness the people—in the physical sense. In such a time of arctic endurance fine hearth fires 
and bright lights might have given a “ glory to our desolation.” What we got many will 
remember for some years yet—and if I were a politician—however, I am not—. I can recall in 
my early boyhood a winter when the birds died from cold and hunger under every hedge as I 
have read somewhere that they have done in the past month ; when our town, whose staple was 
the building trade, was brought to a standstill by the frost and snow ; and when, there being 
no unemployment insurance, the working folk were kept alive by the ministrations of the parish 
soup kitchen with its daily jug and loaf. I know much of the good old times—they are roseate 
only in the accommodating memory of those who have the gift of retaining only the joys of 
past experiences. How far recently any corresponding conditions have prevailed, I don’t 
know, but I do know that as I write, I have about enough fuel for two days. I do know, too, 
that we have had to exercise our ingenuity to keep our charging systems active in the libraries. 
And it has been necessary for them to be aétive because whenever there has been a lull in snow 
or bitter wind (and sometimes when not) our readers have descended upon us in crowds. We 
have never done larger issues. In the best of circumstances, owing to the peculiar notions of 
architeéts fifty years ago our lending library is twi-lit and the recent appearance of fluorescence 
has been a boon beyond words—except that there is a subtle flicker from the tubes which is an 
optical irritant. Nothing, however, to the extremes produced by the attempts we have made 
to meet our needs in the hours when artificial light has been forbidden to the British people. 
It may be true that 

In the heavenly country bright 

Need they no created light 
and therefore the lighting engineer and his produéts will not be necessary, but here on this 
bank and shoal of time we do without created light with great difficulty. I walked into the 
lending library last week to find about six assistants, each faintly illumined by a night-light, 
trying to deal with a queue of people many yards long. It caused reflections. How much of 
this work was library work, requiring the knowledge enshrined in the six seétions of the 
Registration examination ? Perhaps more than I know, but there is a real danger that the 
library, becoming too popular, will become of little use to the readers for whom I fondly 
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imagined its pioneers pioneered it! We are crowded, noisy and jostle one another after 
books the other reatler has returned and—but I paused to recall that what I wanted to write 
about were 
Our IMPROVISATIONS. 

Night-lights gave way to storm-lamps and much ingenuity was vainly spent in suspending 
them from wires about the counter. The only result was to throw the shadows of the broad 
base of the lamp just where light was most needed. Moreover the odour of burning oil was 
most unbibliothecal. Then began the mixed illumination ; here candles, standing in bottles 
(milk) with improvised metal reflectors, sometimes reinforced by a night-light, and there 
Storm-lamps with varying degrees of ineffectiveness. After a day or two of this came the 
inevitable prickings in eyes and the inevitable headaches. Outside the lending library we have 
a vestibule. So away went safeguarded open-access and our whole charging system was 
moved out into it, our doors were thrown open, and for the first time in a week we saw to 
work and did not fumble. There was a danger that we should freeze there—the place can be 
draughty, but, fortunately for this special condition, our main doors face west and the wind— 
need I tell you ?—was prevailingly east when it was not north-east. So we have survived. I 
write this, Eratosthenes, because many of us must have had to deal with a similar state of 
affairs. In the counties many librarians I am told have had to dig their way to their libraries. 
Perhaps we shall have the romance of that later when the irritation is over. 


Tue INCREASE IN WorK 


may be a temporary matter due almost entirely to the unemployment which the fuel stoppages 
have created. But, for the last year or two I have noted the growing figures and I think we 
have to face a set of new conditions. Our critics, on our internal aspirants, plead for 100 per 
cent. of the population as borrowers. Have they aay notion of what they speak ? Possibly, 
but it will mean, if any effective library work is hereafter to be done, buildings twice the size of 
ours, a new type of staff and a trebling of our largest incomes. This may be good, and it may 
come, but careless talkers should know that there is a problem in it. 
A happy Spring to you—when it comes, as come it must ! 
Vale! CALLIMACHUS. 


” 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of dows writers of * L ETTERS ON Our AFFAIRS.” — 
Editor, Tur Liprary Worvp. 


Books in Prison 

Open access to the library shelves for the changing of books has now been instituted in 
British Prisons and Borstal Institutions. According to the Report of the Commissioners of 
Prisons just published, this innovation has been so successful that it has gradually been 
extended to all Prisons, where there is adequate staff for its supervision. There are few Prisons 
where it is not in operation, at least for the young prisoners and prisoners entitled to dine in 
association. The open access system has been greatly appreciated both by prisoners and 
librarians, who report that it has led to an immediate reduction in the mutilation of books. 

The Report states that during the latter years of war prison libraries began to suffer from 
the general shortage of books, the rises in price and the natural disposition of people with 
books to spare to send them to the Forces. As a result the County Councils Association and 
the Library Association agreed to an interesting and fruitful experiment. The library at the 
Hollesley Bay Borstal Institution in Suffolk has now been taken over by the County Library, 
which has undertaken to run it as a Branch Library and to keep it stocked like other Branches. 
The idea was then extended to Durham. The County Council Association have now cir- 
cularised all County Librarians, encouraging them to offer the fullest co-operation in the work 
of Prison Libraries. 

The Report states that this scheme has resulted in many benefits, not only in the provision 
of a more varied and interesting stock, but in the greater respeét with which the prisoners 
treat the books. It is understood that the wear and tear does not exceed that in ordinary 
Branches. 
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"Being Reprinted 
CRABTREE PRESS LTD THE 
WRITERS’ & PHOTOGRAPHERS’ 
REFERENCE GUIDE 
SPRING 1947 Edition 
A new Year Book with 290 pages 
CATA L O G UE of valuable references for all who 
contribute to the Press 
I 947 Contents cover: British Editorial Requirements ; 
Payment; Markets for book manuscripts; Foreign 
su Pp Pp ] y rea ders o f ss HE casting ; Literary Agents, etc. 
Lrprary WorRLD with copies Users praise this book highly. The following are typical 
comments: ‘Finest Reference Book have seen,"’ 
of the above on application. “* A grand job of work fit for any bookcase and an excellent 
work of reference," *‘ No doubt it will soon earn several 
times its cost."” 
WRITE TO-DAY Cr. 8vo. Cloth. Illustrated. 10s. 6d. 
MATSON’S PUBLICATIONS 
TIVOLI CRESCENT - BRIGHTON [ ST. IVES, HUNTINGDON 


(UTI ERWORTE 


IMPORTANT FORTHCOMING TITLES 
GENERAL 


OVER TO FLOWERS 
MARGUERITE JAMES 
Marguerite James is a fellow of the Royal 
Horticultural Society and, whilst she writes 
with an authority based on many years 
practical experience, the instructions and 
diagrams are easy to follow and provide all 
the detail necessary for planning, planting and 
caring for theflower garden. F'cap 4to7s.6d. 


MORE FUN in the COUNTRY 
Mrs. OSBORN HANN 

Mrs. Hann is in the tradition of the great 

story-tellers for children, but her books have 

an atmosphere wholly their own. Cr. 8vo 6s. 

RELIGIOUS 


THE LAW OF FAITH 
NORMAN GRUBB 
A book which many have eagerly awaited 
because in a real sense his previous books 
have led up to it. Cr. 8vo 6s. 
LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
Sale; Dept. : 4-12 Halliwick Court Parade, 
Friern Barnet, London, N.12 


| THE 


ARYAN PATH 


FOUNDED 1930, BOMBAY 


The magazine that gives the word ‘“‘Aryan”’ its 
true meaning of “noble’’, without other 
significance ; that shows the continuity of noble 
thought and effort, in both East and West, past 
and present; that deals with world affairs, 
religion, science and general culture, from the 
basis of universal values, without bias. It should 
be in every library. 


Vol. XVIII FEBRUARY now on sale. No. 2 


WORLD OUTLOOKS : 

1.—Postscript to the philosophers 
Theosophical World Outlook 
| MEET GABRIELE MISTRAL S. Chandrasekhar 
BEWARE OF FALSE UTOPIAS E. J. Harrison 
THE AMERICAN NEGRO—YESTERDAY AND TODAY 

Mairet. Fausset. L. Megroz. 
PORTRAIT OF A JAPANESE VILLAGE €E. K. Bramstedt 


R. L. Megroz 
E. M. Hough 


Annual Subscription, 12 - Single copies, 16 


SPECIAL DISCOUNT TERMS TO LIBRARIES 


17 Great Cumberland Place, LONDON, W.1 
PAD 0688 
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Personal News 

Mr. |. S. Bristow, A.L.A., Exeter, has been 
appointed Chief Cataloguer, Southampton. 

Mr. J. G. McPeake, F.L.A., has been ap- 
Lending Librarian, Southampton. 

Mr. B. Saunders, B.A., F.L.A., has been 
Reference Librarian, Southampton. 

Mr. H. A. Bilton, F.L. 
Branch Libraries, to be Deputy City Librarian, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries. 

Mr. R. Mauris, Branch Librarian (Class 
One) to be Superintendent of Branch Libraries, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries. 

Miss I. Walker, A.L.A., Branch Librarian 
(Class Two) to be Branch Librarian (Class One), 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries. 

Mr. T. S. Cardy, F.L.A., Aéting Branch 
Librarian, Durham County Library, to be 
Branch Librarian (Class Two). 

Miss M. |. Parker, F.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Durham County Library, to be Branch 
Librarian (Class Two). 

Mr. D. Shapland, A.L.A., Chief Cataloguer, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries, to be 
Borough Librarian, Mansfield. 

Mr. J. Revie, A.L.A. (Reference Librarian, 
Westminster Public Libraries), has been 
appointed Deputy City Librarian, Ww estminster, 
in succession to Mr. W. S. Haugh, B.A., 
D.P.A., F.L.A., who has been appointed 
Deputy City Librarian, Bristol. 


Topicalities 
Edited by E. R. McCorvin 
(The Polytechnic Library, W.1) 

Beckenham is the first town in the country to 
celebrate ‘‘One Hundred Years of Public 
Health, 1847-1947." An exhibition, commem- 
orating this event, was held at the BECKEN- 
HAM CENTRAL LIBRARY from February 
toth—r1sth. Films, photographs, models, 
maps and many other objects were shown. The 
MUNICIPAL LIBRARY, BATH, State in 
their ‘‘ Record ” (Vol. 1, No. 4) that since the 
publication of this magazine the library has 
enjoyed an increasing popular appeal. This 
number contains an article on an Autograph 
Letter of William Prynne by the Director, Mr. 
R. W. M. Wright. The Borough of BLYTH 


has issued a survey of its Public Libraries 
during 1946. Under the chairmanship of 
Alderman B. Dutton Briant, O.B.E., the 
President of the Royal Society of British 
Artists, Bertram Nicholls, opened an Exhi- 
bition of Works by Sussex Artists at the 


\., Superintendent of 


BRIGHTON ART GALLERY on February 
isth. From the CHESTERFIELD PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES comes the January Number of 
the Bulletin” DUNDEE PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY have now installed a bookcase with a 
printed notice: ‘* Books for tired eyes,” this 
being a colleétion of books suitable to all tastes 
in large print. GLASGOW CORPORATION 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES have published a book- 
let: ‘* Sele&ed List of Books on the Piano and 
its Music.” It also contains their syllabus of 
lectures (1946-47, up to April 16th). HORN- 
SEY PUBLIC LIBRARIES’ February * Books 
of the Month” has been received. Their 
Spring booklet ‘‘ Lectures and Films” gives 
details of the five ‘‘ Local Government ” 
evenings. KENT COUNTY LIBRARY has 
issued their Winter 1946-47 edition of ‘* New 
Books.” ‘‘ Leeds and Yorkshire, a guide to 
the colleétions ” has been published on behalf 
of the LEEDS PUBLIC LIBRARIES Depart- 
ment of Local History (1947). No. 23 
(January, 1947) of the “ Library Bulletin,” 

issued by the LEICESTER MUNICIPAL 
LIBRARIES has appeared recently. Many 
interesting films, announced in a_ separate 
pamphlet will be shown in the Southfields 
Library, from January to March. ‘* Nursing ” 
is a book-list, printed in connection with the 
Nursing Exhibition at the Usher Art Gallery, 
which was held for a week in January. 
‘‘ Nursing” was issued by the CITY OF 
LINCOLN PUBLIC LIBRARIES. A series 
of Public Leétures and Exhibitions of Films is 
being given by the CITY OF LIVERPOOL 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. The eminent author, 
Nevil Shute, was the speaker on January 22nd. 
No. 28 of the “* Book List and Bulletin,” organ 
of the MIDDLESBOROUGH PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY, has come to hand, so has the ‘* Febru- 
ary Bookshelf ” new books in the MITCHAM 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. NEWCASTLE-upon- 
TYNE PUBLIC LIBRARIES have seleéted a 
list of books on *‘ Middle East Problems ” 
(Feb. 47). They have also issued ‘ Some 
recent additions to the Central Lending 
Library.” SOUTHAMPTON PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES have published ‘‘ Local Govern- 
ment, a seleé list of books in the Central 
lending and Reference Libraries (1946).” We 
have received Vol. 13, No. 1, of the “ Quarterly 
Bulletin of SOUTHPORT PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES”; and Vol. 19, No. 11 of the 
SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES BULLETIN,” which States that 
their Art Club has now more than 550 members. 
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“Tr’s Fun Finding Out,” a list for boys and 
girls, comes from the WARRINGTON 
MUNICIPAL LIBRARY (Jan. 1947). Warr- 
ington has also published No. 20 (Jan. 1947) 
of “ Book News.” The Society of Mural 
Decorators and Painters in Tempera held an 
exhibition at the WORTHING ART GAL- 
LERY on February the 8th. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 

ABERDEEN Public Libraries.—62nd Annual 
Report, 1945-1946. City Librarian, Marcus 
K. Milne, A.L.A. Population (last Census) 
167,259. Rate, 2.548d. Income from Rate, 
£18,062. Total Stock, 179,394. Additions, 
11,234. Withdrawals, 5,275. Issues, Lend- 
ing, 878,268; Reference, 164,065. Bor- 
rowers, 22,008. Branches, 6. 

During the year being reviewed there were 
notable signs of a return to more normal conditions. 
The City Librarian and his Deputy both resumed 
duty after their years of war service. The downward 
trend of the issues was arrested, and there was a good 
increase in the number of enrolled readers. Book 
circulation among adults for home reading showed an 
increase of 40,935 over the previous year, but issues 
to children fell by over 18,000 owing mainly to the 
partial closing of the Central Juvenile Library while 
alterations were carried out. Approximately 13 per 
cent. of the population are registered readers, the 
highest figure in the history of the Librarics. Increased 
use was made of both the Reference and Commercial 
departments of the Central Library, the total consulta- 
tions made being 17,677 more than in the year previous. 
The new juvenile library is a most attra@tive room and 
the children are taking full advantage of its resources. 
The Central Library is now found to be too small for 
the volume of work done, and the stock carried, and 
the possibility of extension is being considered. The 
Libraries’ own Bindery dealt with 17,454 items during 
the year. 

BECKENHAM Public Libraries.—Annual 
Report, 1945-1946. Borough Librarian, }. 
L. Wilson, F.L.A. Population (est.), 69,800. 
Rate, 2.388d. Income from Rate, £7,791. 
Stock, Lending, 45,516; Reference, 2,360. 
Additions, 4,268. Withdrawals, 1,770. 
Issues, Lending, 481,395; Reference, 
36,484. Borrowers, 16,955, extra tickets, 
18,138. 1 Branch. 

The eStablishment of the Beckenham library 
service was late in comparison with neighbouring 
Boroughs, but the rapid progress it has made is con- 
vincing proof that a progressive policy of adequate 
provision for the service is completely justified. This 
Report includes a general survey of the service since 
its inception, and a full account of last year's aétivities. 
\lthough not a record, last year’s book circulation 
rose to well over half a million volumes, showing an 
increase of 114,375 Over the previous year. Issues 
from the junior departments recorded a marked 


increase on the previous year, The value of the 
Reference Library is becoming more widely appreci- 
ated, and consultations made there during the year 
were more than double those in the year before. A 
system of school libraries has been eStablished in 
co-operation with the Education Committee. The 
West Wickham Library was badly damaged by enemy 
action in 1944 and closed for repairs for six weeks. 
LiverPoot Public Libraries, Museums and Art 
Gallery. 93rd Annual Librar- 
ian, J. F. Smith, F.R.S.A., F.S.A. (Scot.). 
Population (1945) 666,230. Income from 
Rate £71,151. Stock: Lending 374,375; 
Reference 198,414. Additions 58,236. With- 
drawals 34,340. Issues: Lending 5,181,155; 
Reference 130,999; Branches Reference 
30,471; Reading Rooms 613,173. Bor- 
rowers 160,711, extra tickets 29,407. 
Branches 22. 

Once again the Liverpool Authorities are publish- 
their annual report. During the war only a few type- 
script copies of each report were produced and filed for 
record purposes. A most successful year’s work is here 
reported, with book circulation figures reaching their 
highest aggregate since 1939-40. When compared 
with the year previous, total issues show an increase of 
501,898. Of this total 418,081 were recorded in the 
adult lending libraries, while 44,535 more consultations 
were made in the Reference Library. There was, 
however, a big drop in the circulation of books to 
children. The large increase in the issues for home 
reading was largely due to the success of the new Child- 
wall Branch Library, and to the improved conditions 
in the reconstructed Central Lending Library, both 
opened in 1945. The first two payments of compensa- 
tion for war damage have been received in respeét of the 
Central Library, and have been expended on the 
purchase of books. Plans have been prepared for the 
restoration of the main hall of the museum building, 
damaged by enemy aétion, with a view to eStablishing 
a Technical Library there. The Staff lost two of its 
members killed on attive service. 


Morey Public Libraries. — Annual Report, 
1945-1946. Librarian, Miss E. A. 
Waterhouse, F.L.A. Population, 39,625. 
Rate, 3.9d. Total Stock, 26,992. Additions, 
2,091. Withdrawals, 780. Total Issues, 
237,819. Borrower’s Tickets in use, 10,449. 

This Report records a very successful year as 
regards the number of books circulated, substantial 
increases being reported from every department of 
the library service. This is mainly due to the re- 
organisation carried out shortly before the year under 

review. The Central Lending Library achieved a 

daily averaze issue of over 700, easily a record for the 

Libraries. Fiétion issues are the highest on record, 

but the most satisfaétory increase is to be seen in the 

use made of non-fiétional works of all classes. Since 
the reopening last year of the Junior Library the work 
of thiss department has been a most encouraging 
feature of the service. Children have responded 
magnificently to the attempt to provide a service 
similar in all respeéts to that of the adult library. The 

Library maintains four small branch libraries which are 

opened on one evening per weck. 
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Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


GENERAL 
Barser (D. H.) Twenty Years of Free-Lancing. 
An_ Inéstruétional Autobiography. Illus. 
Southern Editorial Syndicate Limited. 4s. 6d. 


net. 

Mr. Barber, who has been through all the heart- 
aches of “‘ budding " writers, here gives some useful 
hints how to avoid most of them. He tells us things 
which are a matter of common sense, yet few ambitious 
young beginners remember them! There is the little 
matter of sending MS. in stiff covers, of retyping faded 
pages and of enclosing stamped envelopes. Every 
editor who finds himself overwhelmed with uscless 
contributions should send this book along with his 
polite refusals ; it would make his sorry task a great 
deal easier; besides being instruétive, Mr. Barber's 
Story will amuse all readers. 


Barker (C. J., M.A.) The Way We Live. A 
Study in Christian Ethics. Lutterworth. 
21S. net. 

Without religion there can be no satisfying ethical 
philosophy, the author assures us, and with this as 
his basis of thought he builds up his theory of the 
Christan life as an articulated whole. This way of 
life has a Starting-place and a definite goal and in these 
pages we are told fully how to travel the “ pilgrim- 
way.” 

Braisro: AEROPLANE Company. The Book of 
Bristol Aircraft. Edited by D. A. Russell, 
M.I.Mech.E. Illus. Harborough Pub- 


lishing. 18s. 6d. net. 

During the late war The Bristol Aeroplane 
Company were famed for the Blenheim bombers. 
This particular type and many others produced by 
this well-known British company make up this col- 
leétion of text and photographic matter. There are 
details of the various models’ power, construétion, 
accommodation, armament, dimension and perform- 
ance. All those who make a hobby of, or specialise 
in knowing “ all about flying "’ cannot afford to miss 
acquainting themselves with this extremely well 
produced work, companion volumes of which either 
have appeared or will appear shortly. These also will 
deal with the achievements of individual British tirms. 


BririsH PoutricAL YEARBOOK OF 1947. Edited 
by Frank [lingworth. Foreword by the Rt. 
Hon. Earl Winterton. British Yearbooks. 


Illus. 2158. net. 
The author, well known for his reportage of the 
“ Battle of Britain’ has succeeded in compiling much 
valuable information for those of us who believe that 
government, through our vote, is our own affair. 
What part do the M.P.s. play in the House after we 


have put them there ? What ts their personal history ? 
What has been accomplished by the House since July, 
1945 ? Mr. Illingworth has here produced a complete 
record of the parliamentary activities of his Majesty's 
Ministers and Members of Parliament. His work is the 
first full-sized annual reference book of Politics ever 


published; he has seleéted 16 full-page photographs 
of well-known personalities. The Rt. Hon. Earl 
Winterton, in his foreword, says that anything which 
can be done to stimulate interest in Parliament and 
its procedure is of National value. The present edition 
will most certainly serve this purpose. 

Burcuett (W. G.) Bombs Over Burma. Illus. 

Wadley & Ginn. 12s. 6d. net. 

This true story of the first Burma campaign reads 
like a ‘“‘ WeStern”’; the difference is, of course, that 
Mr. Burchett’s adventures happen to be true. With 
George Rodger, the photographer, he was the first 
white man who crossed the Naga Hills into India, 
before the Army road was built. The author tells of 
hardships, of great people he has met, of fifth column- 
ists, of life in the Er Bast Once, during a Japanese 
low-level air raid he was machine-gunned and got 
away with thirteen wounds. Although this first 
campaign was not crowned with success, it pointed the 
way to the final victory. The fifty well chosen photo- 
graphs help us to relive his experiences. 


Cuirrorp (L. E.) The Leader of the Crocks. 
The Story of H.M.A.S. Stwart. With a 
foreword by Admiral Royle, First Naval 
Member, Chief of the Naval Staff (Australia). 
Illus. Wadley & Ginn. tos. net. 

Mr. Clifford, since he has served in H.M.A.S. 
Stuart, is certainly qualified to write about her years of 
alarms, excursions, bombs and battles. This is a Story of 
unremittent service during strenuous times performed 
by all those on board of the Leader of the Australian 
DeStroyer Flotilla. There are many photographs, 
sele&ted to acquaint us with the ship and her crew. The 
author claims this to be a simple story of an aged 
vessel, which for years had been connected with the 
scrap heap, and referred to as “* being tied together with 
bits of String ": the “* Leader of the Crocks."’ To quote 
Admiral Royle, who writes in his foreword : “ For the 
general reader this book provides a picture of the Royal 
\uStralian Navy afloat.” 


Conen (Hannah F.) Let Stephen Speak. A 
Memoir of Captain Stephen Behrens Cohen, 
by “Aunt H.” Illus. Sylvan Press. 


6d. net. 

In these days when ignorance and prejudice, 
aided by terrorist aétivities in Palestine cause anti- 
semitism to spread in this country, it is refreshing to 
come across this biography of a young Jew who, 
during the late war, died on aétive service for what he 
knew to be right. The volume, compiled by his 
“Aunt H.,” is more than just another colleétion of 
letters; it is evidence of the relentless rhythm of 
the Twentieth Century; of the independence of 
thought of British youth between and during wars ; 
of unselfish, cheerful self-sacrifice which, while youth 
itself survived, has ended the life of this talented, 
much loved man. It is clear from the material con- 
tained in this book that Captain Stephen Cohen would 
have gone far in the professional and political life 
of his country. His friend, Derek Bailey says of him 
“ . . At the same time he was a proud Jew. No 
better example could be found of genuine nationalism 

as opposed to the cheap and brutal imitation that we 
are today fighting. Any of Stephen's friends will 
always remember him as the answer to cheap and 
ignorant criticism of your people . . 
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Councit For Visuat Epucation. Batsford.— 
PevsNeER (Nikolaus) Visual Pleasures From 
Everyday Things. An attempt to establish 
criteria by which the aesthetic qualities of 
design can be judged. With a foreword by 
Herbert Read, D.Litt. Illus. C.V.E. Book- 
let No. 4. 9d. net.—Moraris (F. W., B.A.) 
The Future Citizen and His Surroundings. 
Evidence to Sir Cyril Norwood’s Com- 
mittee on Curriculum and Examinations in 
Secondary Schools. With a foreword by 
the Rt. Hon. R. A. Butler, P.C., M.A. , M.P., 
C.V.E. Booklet No. 1. 6d. net.—ADAms 
(Hervey, R. B. A., N.S.) Art and Everyman. 
A brief analysis of the part played by art in 
our daily lives. With a foreword by Clough 
William Ellis, F.R.I.B.A. C.V.E. Booklet 
No. 2. 1s. net.—Retiy (Professor Sir 
Charles, O.B.E., M.A., LL.D., F.R.1.B.A.) 
Architecture as a Communal Art. With a 
foreword by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, O.M., 
R.A., D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.I.B.A. Illus. 
C.V.E. Booklet No. 3. 9d. net. 

The publishers of these instruétive booklets 
advocate that before anyone can claim to have received 
a complete education, he must have learnt to appreciate 
design in all its aspeéts. They have therefore produced 
the present series with the collaboration of eminent 
specialists, as well as educational and cultural author- 
ities. Invaluable to teachers, the pamphlets will 
Stimulate interest and serve to encourage further 
research. 

“Curtew ” (Phyllis Hinton) Showing Your 
Horse. Illus. Sylvan Press. 15s. net. 

This companion volume to “ Pleasures without 
Change” (Wacher and Lucas) is dedicated by the 
authoress to all those who share her love of the Show 
Ring. Photographs and information, compiled in this 
book will help the amateur rather than the professional. 
Potential purchasers will find it of great assistance 
in their choice of suitable horses. Among the many 
angles touched by “ Curlew ”’ is her chapter, explaining 
the judge’s decision at a prize-winning event, often 
puzzling spe€tators and competitors alike. All those 
concerned with racing, hunting and horse-shows 
will find this “‘a supreme treatise on the subjeé.” 
(R. E. Pritchett.) 


Disner (Bern) Leonardo Da Vinci. Military 
Engineer. Illus. New York. The Burndy 


Library. 

Whereas Da Vinci is generally known as the 
greatest painter of the Renaissance, if indeed not of 
all time, the fa& that this genius had tremendous 
inventory powers as an engineer is rarely appreciated. 
His mind, unbridled by tradition and authority did 
much to push forward discovery and construction in 
this transitory period from the dark to a more enlight- 
ened age in which he lived. This little work, produced 
after a good deal of research to illustrate these fantastic 
gifts of one man, includes many reproductions of 
some of the original sketches. It will no doubt incite 
many to further Study; the author has therefore 
added a useful bibliography. 
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Gaunt (Arthur, F.R.G.S.) Exploring Historic 
Britain. Illus. Southern Editorial Syndicate 


Limited. net. 

In spite of the recent outcry in the National 
Press, protesting against the Military taking over 
further beautiful sites for training, it is surprising 
how few people have aétually admired these world- 
famous localities. Britain is rich in relics and ruins ; 
many villages and parks are conneéted with ancient 
history. The author takes us across many counties 
and introduces us to such places as he has singled 
out, showing how the monuments fit into our national 
Story. Mr. Gaunt has chosen seventeen photographs 
to illustrate his work, which will form a good pocket 
companion for those setting out on a holiday in 
Britain. 


Grecory (Lady) Lady Gregory’s Journals, 
1916-1930. Ed. Lennox Robinson.  Put- 


nam. 18s. net. 

A great humanist here reveals her spirit and that of 
the time she lived in. Her aétivities on behalf of the 
\bbey Theatre, Dublin, as well as the plays she has 
written have yained her lasting fame. This truly great 
woman, who was fortunate enough to count most of 
Ireland’s outstanding contemporary intellectuals among 
her friends, was a wonderful diarist. She describes 
incidents in the lives of Shaw, Yeats, Synge and O’Casey, 
all of them, like the editor, Mr. Robinson, conneéted 
with the Irish Theatre. Even when writing of the 
Terror and the Civil War she retains a calm and tolerant 
way of expressing herself; though her burning 
patriotism can be felt as her account proceeds. Mr. 
Robinson has successfully undertaken the task of 
reducing the author’s 500,000 words to 140,000, thus 
bringing the work closer to the general public, and 
arranging it under various headings, characteristic of 
her aétions and of the historic events during which they 
took place. The journals will be treasured by those 
who appreciate “‘ humble greatness ”’ in literature. Of 
herself, Lady Gregory once wrote: “I sometimes 
think my life has been a series of enthusiasms.” 


Groom (Arthur) Etiquette for Everyone. 
Southern Editorial Syndicate. 4s. 6d. net. 

In these days, when boarding or alighting from 
a train becomes a major battle with occasional fatal 
consequences it is appropriate that the author should 
publish his book og etiquette. Manners, he explains, 
are intended to facilitate and increase the pleasure of 
being alive. He proves that originally most of the 
conventions used to serve a purpose, and that many of 
them still do. Mr. Groom’s book is timely and will 
be of assistance to many who feel there is enough ill 
feeling between men without their unconsciously 
contributing to each other’s little worries. His chapters 
on tipping, theatre-going, etc., make very amusing 


reading. 


Groom (Arthur) The Power of Public Speaking 
Illus. Vawser & Wiles. §s. net. 

In his preface Sir Harold Macintosh says: “ One 
point that Captain Groom has Stressed is the need 
for brevity.” Brevity, dealing with hecklers, addressing 
young people, and taking the chair are only a few of 
the sixteen subjeéts the author deals with. Entertain- 
ingly written, the book offers many tips to those who 
wish to overcome shyness and other difficulties of 
addressing an audience. 
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HeGepus (Adam de) Don’t Keep the Vanman 
Waiting. \ chapter of autobiography. 
Staples Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

From the reader’s point of view it can only be 
regretted that Mr. de Hegedus had to go through the 
war as a naturalised British Subjeét. For, had he 
retained his “enemy alien" Status, he might have 
had the humiliating experience of the Pioneer Corps, 
preceded by internment; and what an amazing 
amount of interesting people he would have met 
then! Possibly enough to fill several more volumes. 
On the other hand, had he been British born, he would 
no doubt have been chosen for a brilliant military 
career, As it is, he makes most of the months spent 
on aétive service with units of the Royal Artillery. 
\s we read about the friends he has made they come 
to life; we feel with the author when he describes 
the xenophobic Stupidity which, during the carly part 
of the war, prevented him from serving with the 
Intelligence Corps and the Educational Corps; and 
which, after he had been discharged on medical grounds, 
Stopped him from leéturing to the Military. And all 
this cither because his parents continued to live in 
Hungary, or, the reader might assume, because a 
neurotic fellow-journalist, prior to being drowned 
in mid-Atlantic, had once accused him of working for 
a Fascist paper. Mr. de Hegedus’ Story makes 
fascinating reading. 

Mepicat Direcrory and Hospital Year 
Book 1946. 9th edition. Dublin. The 
Parkside Press. 15s. 6d. net. 

rhis is claimed by the publishers to be the 
Standard Reference work in the Irish Hospital and 
Medical world. It covers the thirty-two counties 
of Ireland, and contains articles of interest to those 
conneéted with the medical profession. 

Lerr (Lewis) Papua: Its People and_ its 
Promise—Past and Future. Illus. Wadley 
& Ginn. 7s. 6d. net. 


How many people know that in some distriéts of 


Papua Government officers have actually got to seck the 
co-operation of the sorcerers’ priesthood ? This amazing 
faé&t and many other interesting details of life and 
peoples of those comparatively unknown Australian 
territories wh‘ch played such an important part during 
the late war are described vividly. The author 
explains why Papua offers considerable opportunities 
for development. This book is of instruétive value to 
all interested in distant lands and their inhabitants. 
However far they may be away, these isles Still form 
part of the world we live in—even if they appear to 
belong to bygone centurics. 

McGrecor (John) Success in the 

Vawser & Wiles. Illus. 5s. net. 

Mr. McGregor has compiled these chapters for 
all those who are young and ambitious or who feel 
frustrated in their jobs. He covers a great variety 
of subjeéts, such as applications for positions, principles 
and practice, examinations, and adult education, to 
quote only some of them. The book will encourage 
many, and should therefore be of assistance to 
since it advocates efficiency, punctuality 
and tidiness. 
MACKENNA Severne) Cookworthy’s  Ply- 

mouth and Bristol Porcelain. Col. illus. 
Leigh-on-Sea. F. Lewis. §s. net. 
“1 want at 


Office. 


The author writes in his preface : 


once to make it clear that I realise only too well the 

Stupidity of imagining that the last word has ever 

been said on any subjeé&t conneéted with ceramics, 

and I offer this monograph not with any idea of its 

being final, but only as being what I believe to be a 

straightforward Statement of our present knowledge 

of the subjeé.”” No student or colleétor of porcelain 
can afford to neglect this extremely important work, 
with its chapters on reproduction, carly attempts at 
manufacturing in America and many other matters 
of considerable value to the Student. Unknown 
specimens are included among the photographs which 
make up the most extensive colleétion of its kind. 

\ tremendous amount of research work has been 

utilised by Mr. Severne MacKenna in the compilation 

of this magnificent book, which fascinates by the 
sheer beauty of the more than a hundred illustrations. 

He has brilliantly succeeded in filling a gap in our 

knowledge of English Porcelain. The edition is 

limited to 500 copies. 

Mercaure (R. Harvey) How Become an 
Hotel Manager. [llus. Southern Editorial 
Syndicate Limited. 5s. net. 

Many who during the war served with the Army 
Catering Corps, or became cooks and mess caterers 
in other units, will be pleased with this volume of 
sound advice by an authority on the subjeé. Hotel 
keeping is a very respected protession which appeals 
to the independent mind, and much valuable intorma- 
tion on opportunities, schools and relations with Staff 
can be found in the book. 

MULLALLY (Frederic) Fascism Inside England. 
Illus. Claud Morris. 6s. net. 

The author, who is the assistant editor of 
‘ Tribune,” here gives a picture of the past and present 
activities of a dangerous group of people, whom not 
even the winning of the war against Fascism and the 
result of the General Eleétion have rendered harmless. 
The book also contains the inside Story of Blackshirt 
press campaigns. This book will convince all of us, 
who are not already aware of it, that Fascism means 
more than just Jew-baiting ; it means a return to the 
sentimentalism of fist and truncheon, the mass hysteria 
of “might is right.” 
Precer (W.) The Humble Dutch Herring. 

Wadley & Ginn. Tilus. 8s. 6d. net. 

Dedicated in the author's words “ to all Dutch 
seafarers—to you who for four long and homeless 
years have courted death that others might live,” this 
book is full of the salty, breezy atmosphere of the sea. 
It is illustrated by 40 pages of well chosen photographs 
and drawings. Mr. Preger insists that of the many 
articles with which the Dutch people have been known 
to trade for centuries, the humble herring, is the source 
of their prosperity. Since he himself has lived on the 
sea, his knowledge of the subjeét he has chosen is 
based on an intimate understanding of the people 
and places he describes. He has succeeded in compiling 
an interesting and instructive volume, which will be 
extremely useful to Students and teachers of geography 
alike. 

RoGer-Marx (Claude) Vuillard. His Life and 
Work. Coloured illus. Paul Elek. 25s. net. 

Claude Roger-Marx, the well known French 
critic, has chosen the work of one of France's leading 
painters as the subject for his latest book. The fact that 
Mr. Roger-Marx’s father was one of Vuillard’s earliest 
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supporters, and his own life-long friendship with the 
artist, have fully qualified him to write this, the first 
authoritative, biography. The work, therefore, 
contains much first- hand information and a clear 
account of the painter’s life, as well as a Study of the 
portraits, and an explanation how he inherited and 
developed ideas similar to those of Gauguin and Puvis 
de Chavannes. The work contains six plates in colour 
as well as 120 in monochrome and eight hors-textes. 
The Translation is by Edmund B. D’Auvergne. The 
book will do much to improve our knowledge of 
French painting and intellectual life ; and to enrich our 
bookshelves by reproduétions which are sometimes of 
great beauty. 


RosENTHAL (Helen, B.S.), STERN (Frances, 
M.A.Hon.), RosenrHAL (Joseph, M.D.) 
Diabetic Care in Pictures. Simplified State- 
ments with Illustrations Prepared for the 
Use of the Patient. With an introduétion by 
Joseph H. Pratt, M.D., Physician in Chiet, 
New England Medical Centre. Col. illus. 
Lippincott. ros. 6d. net. 

The three authors hold between them a great 
number of appointments and are naturally authorities 
on their subjeét. In his introduétion Dr. Pratt says : 
“It is safe to predict that their methods and procedures 
in the treatment of diabetes, as described in this book, 
will be as helpful to those who use it as the same 
methods have been to those diabetics instruéted by 
the authors in the Diabetic and Food Clinics of the 
Boston Dispensary.’’ The point of this volume is that 
Diabetics must do many things for themselves ; it is 
meant to be a guide, at the same time adding confidence 
to the patients. There are 130 original illustrations, 
including 4 in colour. 


SpeaiGHT (George) Juvenile Drama. The 
History of the English Toy Theatre. With a 
foreword by Sir Ralph Richardson. Col. 
illus. Macdonald. 15s. net. 

Sir Ralph, in his amusing foreword, exclaims : 

“ Thanks be the Toy Theatre has not left us!” The 

author here presents us with a tremendous amount of 

research into the history of Juvenile Drama, part of 
it having been compiled on aétive service in Colombo. 

There is much detail which will capture the interest 

of all readers, old and young, tracing the subjeét from 

its most successful days during the last century to its 
later decline and present revival. A useful bibliography 
is included. More than forty illustrations, among 
them fifteen plates in full colour, make this one of 
the most attractive volumes published this winter. 

The spirit of the Toy Theatre was once immortalised 

by R. L. Stevenson as ‘‘ A Penny Plain and Twopence 

Coloured.” 


Tenent (Rose) The Stage as a Profession. 
Illus. Vawser & Wiles. 5s. net. 

Anyone seeking information about voice 
production, rehearsals, underStudying, make-up and 
many other items for those who wish to “ go on the 
Stage ” will find it in this book. Mrs. Tenent believes 
that those who have made up their mind to become 
a Star, will not easily be dissuaded. Therefore she 
intends to give them as much helpful advice a »ssibles 
Pitfalls to avoid and conditions to expeé are discussed 
frankly. 


Topp (Ruthven) Tracks in the Snow. Studies 
in English Sciencé and Art. Illus. Grey 
Walls Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

This well produced work is a colleétion of essays : 
‘Tracks in the Snow,” “ W illiam Blake and the 

E Fighteenth Century Mythologists,” ‘The Reputation 
and Preiudices of Henry Fuseli ” and ‘‘ The Imagination 
of John Martin,” all of which have previously appeared 
in well-known British Periodicals. 47 plates and nine 
text illustrations have been assembled from widely 
different sources ; most of them are here reproduced 
for the first time. The essays take us into a Strange, 
dark world; the illustrations often fantastic and 
horrible assist us in visualising it. Martin’s “ Sea 
Dragons,” Fuseli’s ‘‘ Nightmares,”’ Blake’s ‘‘ God 
Moving on the Face of the Waters,’’ not to forget the 
Piétorial Museum Exhibits from Ruysch’s Museum 
\natomicum, and many others are in themselves a basis 
for a restless night; looking at them some of E. A. 
Poe's Tales are suddenly remembered by us. Although 
the author's four subjeéts may appear to have little 
connection, he has integrated them by linking the 
concern with the age of the carth of the early Fellows 
of the Royal Society, with the telescoping of mythology 
by those who influenced Blake in the creation of his 
own. A tremendous amount of research was necessary 
to produce this work, which, from more than one 
point of view, is one of the most important books 
published during February. 


WARNER (Rex) The Cult of Power. Essays. 
John Lane. 7s. 6d. net. 


V.S. Pritchett says of the author ‘ The only out- 
Standing novelist of ideas whom the decade has pro- 
duced is Rex Warner."” Although many may not share 
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Mr. Pritchett’s enthusiasm, Mr. Warner has certainly 
acquired fame by his brilliant novels “‘ The Aerodrome ” 
and “ The Professor.” This volume contains a col- 
leétion of essays, which was awarded the Essay Prize in 
a recent competition conducted by the publishers. Mr. 
Warner has chosen a variety of topics. In “ The Cult 
of Power” he deals with the “ Fuchrerprinzip " 
there are chapters on Dickens, DoSstoievsky, on victory 
and the future. Although pessimistic about human 
relations, the author's essays are of value to those who 
wish to maintain contaé with contemporary thought 
and good writing ; and particularly with the problems 
which arise between rebel and tradition ; individual 
and State, 

THe or LearninG. With an Intro- 
duétion by Dr. Gilbert Murray, O.M. 
Europa Publications. {°3 net. 

Dr. Murray, in his introduétion, says that this 
volume might do for the savants of the world what the 
German publication “ Minerva” used to do for the 
universities of all countries ; to establish mutual contaét 
and knowledge. The learned, Dr. Murray points out, 
are so absorbed in their own particular aétivitics that the 
Federation of University women has actually produced a 
diétionary explaining such titles as Dean, Privatdozent, 
etc.; he therefore believes that this invaluable refer- 
ence book will go far in facilitating international 
co-operation in the world of thought without which the 
United Nations will find it most difficult to make a 
success of their task. The Editors believe that this work 
is the only one of its kind published since the end of the 
Second World War, and have Striven to present all 
available information as accurately as possible. In 
cases where the war has interrupted normal University 
life, or where intelleétual spheres are in the process of 
being ‘“‘ purged,” information is given as correé in 1939. 
The volume is arranged in the alphabetical order of 
countries; Learned Socicties, Scientific Instirutes, 
Literature, the Arts, Libraries, Music, Museums and 
\rt Galleries make up the sub-headings. It should 
prove a most necessary acquisition to all Libraries and 
Institutions. 


FICTION 


Evans (Caradoc) The Earth Gives All and 


Takes All. With introduétion by 
Marguerite Caradoc Evans. Frontis. 
_Dakers. 7s. 6d. net. 


Seven posthumous stories by the well-known 
Welsh author. Usually bitter, and often critical about 
his people, he is here full of compassion and under- 
Standing, anglicising the Welsh idiom to perfeétion. 
When reading Caradoc Evans's Stories no one who 
knows Wales and its people can fail to hear their way 
of intonation through the Strangely effective music of 
the words. People such as the farmer and his wife Silah 
schoolen, “ Spotless" and Maggy Self-denial,"’ are 
indeed, typical of Wales. 

LARKIN (Philip) A Girl in Winter. Faber. 
8s. 6d. net. 

This is Mr. Larkin’s second novel. His heroine 
is Katherine Lind, an English girl who has been away 
from her country. She returns during the war as a 
war-time exile. The author describes her life during 
one winter day, when she meets an almost forgotten 
friend of her past, young Robert Fennel. Present, 
past and future ; love, summer and winter, get woven 
into a tale which it is a pleasure to read. 
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Muir (P. P.) and (E. D. H) 
Green Wounds. Boardman. 8s. 6d. net. 

The two authors take the title of their second 
novel from one of Bacon’s lines :—‘‘ A man that 
Studiecth revenge keeps his own wounds green.” This 
thriller, involving Professor Boyd, a teacher of 
psychology, Inspector Allenby, his pupil and Ray 
Jefferson, a journalist, deals with a series of fantastic 


murders. A thriller, indeed. 
(Aline) Escape. C. & |. Temple. 1os. 6d, 
net. 


In August 1939 Nina called at the French Legation 
in Warsaw. In 1942 Nina’s father died, deported by the 
Russians. This is a story of how a world collapses 
around the heroine, while she tries to escape from the 
Fascists. Finally, she reaches England. 
Ritey (W.) Stick for God. 

8s. 6d. net. 

An evacuce girl, during the late war, brings about 
a change of heart in an old man who is at odds with 
himself and the world. But this is by no means the 
only philanthropic adventure of Milly from Salford. 
Rivers (Dorothy) Tangled Web. Jenkins, 

8s. 6d. net. 

That Dorothy Rivers is an accomplished author 
will be admitted by all those who have read “ Bird 
in the Bush’ and “ Time will tell.” Now she gives 
us a romance, full of skilful portraits. There are = 
difficulties before this “ comedy of errors ”’ 
disentangled and Bellamy and Rory find each oa 
in the “ happy end.” 

RurLepGe (Nancy) Blood on the Cat. Board 
man. 7s. 6d. 

Murder in a middle Western Town, humorously 
and thrillingly solved. The book ends with the 
exclamation: ‘‘ Whatta story!’’ And what a Story 


it is! 
BOOKS RECEIVED 

Boytan (M. Eugene) The Tremendous Lover. 
Mercier Press. 12s. 6d. net. Camppect MorGan (G,) 
The Acts of the Apostles. Pickering & Inglis. 15s. net, 
Campspett MorGan (G.) The Teaching of Christ, 
Pickering & Inglis. tos. net. Family Cooking. A 
Guide to Kitchen Management and Cooking for thé 
Family. Illus. 
useful recipe book. Fowrer (M. G.) Moments make 
the year. Halle. 5s. net. Keyst (Axel) Words and 
Darkness. Sylvan Press. 8s. 6d. net. MARTINEAU 
(G. D.) Armed with his Primer. British Authors Press 
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and the New World. Featherstone Press. js. net 
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